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Why and how to avoid Anaconda Inc.’s paid software and services



Background
What is Anaconda?
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What is Anaconda?

Anaconda is …

• … a company providing lots of software and services around Python (and beyond)

• … developer of software like the Anaconda Distribution

• … driver of the “cross-platform, language-agnostic binary package manager” conda

• … host of conda repositories/”channels” for Python packages (and beyond)

• … quite well-known and widely used, especially in science, also here on campus

• … a company that needs to earn money (and rightfully so)



New Terms of Service
Already in 2020, but now ”clarified”

“The distribution of packages Anaconda builds and 

maintains remains free for individuals and small 

organizations, which is defined in the Terms of Service as 

having less than 200 employees or contractors.

A paid license is required for large organizations, which is 

defined in the Terms of Service as having more than 200 

employees or contractors.

Anaconda is free for all educational entities—even those 
with 200 or more employees or contractors—when used in 

a course curriculum, including teaching, learning, and 

researching, at accredited universities worldwide.”
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Details
Avoiding license fees for FZJ

Don’ts

  do not use Anaconda software like the Anaconda Distribution

  do not pull packages built and maintained by Anaconda (esp. defaults channel)

  do not keep using non-Anaconda packages managers with the defaults channel

Dos

  use non-Anaconda package managers like mini-forge or micromamba

  use the conda-forge channel as alternative to the defaults channel

  check your existing environments for pulls from the defaults channel

  think about supporting open-source software development



Alternatives
You have a choice!
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Help?
JuRSE is here to help

Resources for getting help:

#rse Rocket Chat channel

https://www.fz-juelich.de/en/rse/the_latest/the-anaconda-is-squeezing-us

Thank you for your attention!

https://www.fz-juelich.de/en/rse/the_latest/the-anaconda-is-squeezing-us
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